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On April 28, President Ernesto Samper, who has been unable to shake allegations that his 1994
campaign received drug money, asked the attorney general to reopen the investigation of the
charges in an effort to clear his name. Meanwhile, Samper's Partido Liberal (PL) is undergoing
the worst crisis in its history as several senators and deputies are also under investigation by the
attorney general's office for drug cartel ties. Samper asked Attorney General Alfonso Valdivieso
to re- examine charges that the Cali cartel contributed millions of dollars to his campaign before
the 1994 election (see NotiSur, 06/24/94 and 07/29/94). "New circumstances have arisen today
and I have no qualms about the government reopening this investigation in the light of the new
circumstances," said Samper.
The president said the decision regarding reopening the investigation is entirely up to the attorney
general. Samper defeated Andres Pastrana of the Partido Social Conservador (PSC) for the
presidency in June 1994, only to have his victory clouded by the appearance two days after the
election of audio cassettes on which members of the Cali cartel are heard discussing a US$3.7
million donation to Samper's campaign. At that time, the newly elected Samper asked then attorney
general Gustavo de Greiff to investigate the charges. De Greiff found no evidence of wrongdoing
on Samper's part, but did rule that the "narcocassettes" were obtained through the illegal use of
wiretaps.
The allegations have persisted, however, fueled to a large extent by articles in the daily newspaper
La Prensa, which is owned by Pastrana's family. US government anti-drug officials and legislators
have also repeated charges that Samper's administration has ties to the Cali cartel. US officials have
brazenly called Colombia a "narcodemocracy," threatening to cut off US economic aid (see NotiSur,
02/17/95 and 04/14/95). However, the scandal took another turn in April when the attorney general
found evidence that links eight Partido Liberal legislators, two former deputies, the auditor general,
and a mayor to the drug cartels. As a result, the attorney general now says that the presence of drug
interests in political campaigns is significant. Among other evidence, the investigation supposedly
found that a front company for the Cali cartel picked up the tab at an exclusive hotel for the accused
legislators and the auditor general.
Since April 21, Valdivieso has ordered the arrest of a journalist who supposedly offered money to
Samper's campaign on behalf of the cartel, launched a preliminary investigation into the president's
former campaign treasurer for illicit enrichment from drug money, ordered the arrest of a former
senator, and asked the Supreme Court to investigate the auditor general and PL deputies. After the
attorney general announced the investigation, the ethics committee of the PL voted to temporarily
suspend the deputies pending the outcome of the investigation, precipitating an internal crisis in
the party. A group headed by Senator Bernardo Guerra Serna attempted to throw out the party
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leadership. However, senate president Juan Angel Mejia pleaded for "solidarity" in the party ranks,
and was able to block Guerra Serna's move.
Moreover, on April 26, 23 deputies accused Valdivieso of political posturing, saying that despite
asking the Supreme Court to investigate the case, he had presented the Court with no substantiation
of the charges. "The attorney general ordered that nine deputies be executed before carrying out
any investigation," said deputy Martha Catalina Daniels. Meanwhile, Samper pleaded with the
PL deputies in Congress to concentrate on pending legislation, which, he said, was necessary to
implement his programs, and not be sidetracked by internal feuding. The persistent accusations
of ties between politicians and drug traffickers have taken their toll on the credibility of political
figures. A nationwide Gallup poll published in the weekly news magazine Semana showed 75% of
Colombians believe that politicians, regardless of party, have ties to drug traffickers. (Sources: Inter
Press Service, 04/26/95; Reuter, 04/28/95, 04/30/95; Notimex, 05/02/95; United Press International,
04/28/95, 05/03/95; Agence France-Presse, 05/03/95)
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